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Unit 3 Final Performance Task Options 
The following is a list of the enduring understandings for unit 3. Demonstrating your grasp of these 
understandings will be essential to completing your chosen final performance task successfully. See the 
descriptions below to understand the specific elements that will be required for each option. 
• The relationship between a king and his prophet was an uneasy one. As God’s mouthpiece, a prophet 

called the king, as well as the Israelites, back to fidelity to the covenant. 
• During times of great suffering and sinfulness, the prophets offered hope to the Israelites and reminded 

them of God’s enduring love. 
• Theologically, God’s plan is prefigured in the people and events of the Old Testament and fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ as revealed in the New Testament. 

Option 1: An Essay on the Prophets in a Modern-Day Situation 
1. Choose any three of the following prophets, each of whom is discussed in this unit:  

• Elijah 
• Elisha 
• Amos 

• Hosea 
• Jonah 
• First Isaiah 

• Second Isaiah 
• Jeremiah 
• Ezekiel 

2. Choose one situation in our world today that needs a faith-based response, in the form of acts of service 
and charity or advocacy for social justice and long-term change. Possibilities include poverty and hunger, 
homelessness, war, drug and alcohol addiction, gun violence, human trafficking, laws and policies related 
to immigrants and refugees, and health care. 

3. Write a five-paragraph essay that encompasses the following: 
a. In your first paragraph, introduce your three prophets with some basic biographical, historical, and 

literary information about them, and introduce your chosen situation. 
b. In your three body paragraphs (one for each prophet), write about how you think that prophet, if alive 

and prophesying today, would respond to the situation you have chosen. Base your ideas on what you 
know of the prophet’s ministry, writings, and response to his own historical circumstances. Be sure to 
include direct quotes from the Bible as well as responses to the following: 
• How do you think this prophet would call us back to fidelity to the covenant with regard to this issue? 

What symbolic actions or words would the prophet use to express God’s message? 
• How do you think this prophet would offer us hope and remind us of God’s enduring love? 

c. In your last paragraph, discuss how one or more of the Old Testament messianic prophecies sheds 
further light on possible responses to your chosen situation. How do these prophecies, as fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ, give us direction and inspiration for a faith-based response to this situation? Include some 
reflection regarding the ways in which you might be moved to take action on this issue, based on the 
examples of the prophets and the message and person of Jesus. 

4. Attach a bibliography listing all the sources you have consulted in writing your essay. Be sure to include 
your student book (but not the Bible) on this list.  
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Option 2: An Art Show and Gallery Guide 
Create an art show that illustrates all three of this unit’s enduring understandings. Your art show may utilize 
digital media or traditional media and must contain eight images or objects―that is, two or three images or 
objects for each enduring understanding. You must actually make the images or objects for your show, not 
cut and paste them from the Internet. Create either an audio guide (digital audio file) or a written gallery guide 
to accompany your show. The guide should provide helpful commentary that assists the viewer in interpreting 
the images or objects and help in understanding how they reflect the enduring understandings. 

Option 3: An Exegesis Paper 
Note: If you are completing the semester-long project for this course, you must choose this exegesis option 
for units 2–4. 

1. Select one of the eight passages listed below. (If you wish to choose a different passage related to this 
unit, check with your teacher first.) 

2. Using the seven-step method of biblical exegesis that you learned in unit 1 (see the handout “Making 
Sense of Old Stories in the Bible” [TX005929], on pages 67–68, which outlines the seven steps of 
exegesis), write a three-page (minimum) exegesis paper on this passage. 

3. You must use at least five of the seven steps of exegesis (i.e., you may omit up to two steps if it seems 
they don’t apply to your selected passage). 

4. To the extent possible, incorporate this unit’s enduring understandings into your paper. Even enduring 
understandings that do not connect directly to your passage could still be referenced briefly as background 
information. 

5. In your research, use at least two reliable print or online sources other than the Bible and your textbook. 
You may need to ask your teacher or library media specialist for help in locating acceptable sources. 

6. List these sources in a bibliography. Do not count this as one of your three pages. 
 

Passages from which to choose: 

• 1 Kings 17:1–24 (Elijah and the widow  
during the drought) 

• 2 Kings 5:1–17 (Elisha cures Naaman  
of leprosy) 

• 3 Kings 22:1–2,8–20 (reign of King Josiah, 
discovery of the Book of the Law) 

• Amos 8:1–7 (vision and proclamation  
of Israel’s destruction) 

• Lamentations 5:1–22 (heartbreak and  
suffering, with a prayer for the future) 

• Isaiah 40:1–11 (comfort for the people  
of Judah) 

• Isaiah 44:28–45:6 (King Cyrus of Persia,  
God’s anointed) 

• Psalm 22:1–22 (prayer of an innocent,  
suffering person)

 


