Revelation and the Old Testament

Chapter 2

Answer Key for Double-Check Questions

1. What does it mean to be made in God’s image?

Being made in God’s image doesn’t mean that we look like God or are the same as God. Instead, our soul
is what reflects what God is like. God endows every human person with an eternal soul. Our souls reflect
God because they desire truth and beauty and are drawn toward goodness and joy. Our souls move us
toward union with God and one another, and they are ultimately not bound to this earthly existence.

2. Describe scholastic theology and offer an example of it.

During the Middle Ages, scholastic theology employed the use of logic to develop arguments supporting
the existence of God and to come to a deeper understanding of the human experience. Saint Thomas
Aquinas, a thirteenth-century Dominican priest, used scholastic theology to address theological questions
with reason and logical argumentation. The most well-known example of his work is the Summa
Theologica, which includes his “five ways” or proofs in the existence of God.

3. What is the difference between natural revelation and Divine Revelation?

Natural Revelation is the process by which God makes himself known to human reason through
observation of the created world and the use of our reason. Divine Revelation is God’s self-
communication through which he makes known the mystery of his divine plan. Divine Revelation

is a gift accomplished by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through the words and deeds of salvation
history. It is most fully realized in the Passion, death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ.

4. What is salvation history, and how is it like a roller-coaster ride?

Salvation history is the pattern of specific events in human history in which God clearly reveals his
presence and saving actions. It is like a roller-coaster ride in that when the people keep the covenant,
things tend to go well, or uphill. When people fall away toward sin, things head downhill quickly.

5. In what way is God'’s Divine Revelation most fully realized? Explain.

God’s Divine Revelation is most fully realized in the life, death, Passion, and Resurrection of Jesus,
who is our best avenue for truly knowing God.

6. How are Divine Inspiration and biblical inerrancy related to each other?

Divine Inspiration is the assistance the Holy Spirit gave the authors of the books of the Bible so the
authors could write in human words the message of salvation God wanted to communicate. Because
God is the true author of Scripture, we can count on the truth it teaches for our salvation to be inerrant,
or free from error.

7. What does it mean to say that the Bible is both human and divine?

The Bible’s words were written by human authors, so it is truly human. However, these words were
written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, so the saving truths expressed in Sacred Scripture are
ultimately God’s Word, making the Bible also truly divine.
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